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The Anti-Zionist Committee of Soviet 
Public Opinion held a press conference at 
the press centre of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs on October 12, 1984. 

It was attended by Colonel-General Da- 
vid Dragunsky, twice Hero of the Soviet 
Union, Chairman of the Committee; Pro- 
fessor Samuel Zivs, D. Sc. (Law) and a mer- 
ited scientific worker of the Russian Fed- 
eration, First Vice-Chairman of the Com- 
mittee; Mark Krupkin, Cand. Sc. (Law), 
Vice-Chairman of the Committee; members 
of the Committee’s Presidium including the 
writer Tsezar Solodar, a Leninist Komsomol 
Prize winner; Professor Grigory Bondarev- 
sky, D.Sc. (Hist.) and a merited scientific 
worker of the Russian Federation; Oleg 
Rybalchenko, Executive Secretary of the 
Committee; Evgenia Finkel, a _ veteran 
Communist underground fighter in the 
years of nazi occupation and now a pen- 
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sioner; Yulian Shulmeister, Cand. Sc. (Law), 
senior lecturer at Lvov University. 

The press conference was addressed by 
members of the International Commission 
of Inquiry into Israeli Crimes Against the 
Lebanese and Palestinian Peoples Jon Tak- 
man (Sweden) and Mikko Lohikoski (Fin- 
land), and by the Italian historian Massi- 
mo Massara. 

David Dragunsky: All honest people on earth 
are preparing to mark a great date—the 40th 
anniversary of victory over Hitlerite fascism. 

People still remember examples of great hero- 
ism, the bitterness of suffering, the joy of vic- 
tories and the pain of bereavements. 

Today a historically authentic and objective 
assessment of the events of the past war remains 
as important as ever. Like the toll of thousands 
of Buchenwald’s bells, the memory of the past 
war calls on people to be vigilant, to fight for 
peace, for life, for the prime right of every in- 
dividual and every nation—the right to life. 

Hence the need for a historically accurate anal- 
ysis of the essence of fascism and the root causes 
of aggression. 

The historical truth is not to everyone’s liking 
or advantage, however. Many efiorts, ranging 
from garbling to large-scale falsification of facts, 
are made to distort it. 

The ideologists and political leaders of Zion- 
ism take a “special”? approach to an assessment 
of the events of World War II. 

That the Soviet Union and its armed forces 
played the decisive role in crushing nazi Germa- 
ny is beyond doubt, and is a universally rec- 
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ognized fact of history. It was the victory of 
the Soviet Union that saved the Jews in the 
European countries from total annihilation. An 
important contribution to victory was also made 
by the army and guerrilla units of Yugoslavia, 
Poland and Czechoslovakia, by the patriots of 
Bulgaria, Romania, Albania and Hungary, by 
Resistance and anti-nazi underground fighters. 
The people and armies of the USA, Britain, 
France and China also made a big contribution 
to victory in World War II. 

The leaders of Zionism, who have actively 
joined in the ‘‘crusade” against the Soviet Union, 
its friends and allies, falsify in every way the 
key facts of history and the present day, seek to 
denigrate the policy and achievements of real 
socialism, its services to mankind, and make an 
all-out effort to belittle the universally recog- 
nized role of the Soviet Union in defeating 
fascism. 

Paradoxically, the victory over fascist Germany 
is still not officially marked in Israel. It is only 
Israel’s progressive organizations that celebrate 
the great date by annually holding in May a 
meeting in the “Red Army Forest’ near Jerusa- 
lem. I should like to quote a statement made by 
a representative of the progressive Israeli Asso- 
ciation of Anti-Fascist Fighters and Victims of 
Nazism during a ceremony in front of a modest 
monument in the ‘Red Army Forest”. 
‘In many states,” he said, “Victory Day is 
observed as a national holiday... It is a 
disgrace that this historic date is officially 
ignored in Israel. The meaning and im- 
portance of these historic events are deliberately 
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concealed from the popular masses, from the 
youth especially. Shame on all those engaged in 
such shady activities! They are guided by rabid 
nationalism, by blind pathological hatred for the 
Soviet Union, for the country which, in the hard- 
est period, opened its doors to hundreds of thou- 
sands of Jewish refugees and saved them from 
total annihilation. 

“We, anti-fascist fighters, say again and again 
that we shall never forget, and never allow any- 
one to relegate to oblivion, the Soviet Union’s 
decisive contribution to the victory over nazi 
Germany.” 

Today we can give thousands of examples of 
the liberation mission performed by our people, 
by the Soviet Army, by its many units which 
did their internationalist duty. 

I happened to see action all through the 
1,418 days and sleepless nights of the war against 
the fascist invaders from June 22, 1941, to 
May 9, 1945, having fought my way from the 
Osovets fortress on the Soviet western border 
to Prague. The First Ukrainian Front, to which 
I was assigned, routed fascist hordes in Berlin 
proper. 

Our doth Tank Brigade liberated towns, vil- 
lages and brought freedom to the inmates of fas- 
cist concentration camps—Russians, Poles, Czechs, 
French, Jews, British, Americans, and others. 

Having set them free, the tankmen hugged the 
prisoners, cried with them. Those were tears of 
joy and of pain for their relatives and friends 
who had perished in German death camps. The 
tankmen shared their bread and sugar—every- 
thing they had—with prisoners. 


6 


In the forest between Boleslawiec and Luban, 
Poland, my scouts found a group of half-dead 
men huddling together in the basement of a huge 
shed. They were Polish Jews who, by some mir- 
acle, had escaped fascist execution. The tank- 
men opened the basement and dragged out 250 
starved, emaciated human beings. There were 
many decomposed corpses in the basement, too. 

We kept the survivors in our field hospital for 
two weeks. They received urgent medical aid. 
Doctors, cooks, and soldiers surrounded them 
with care and set them back on their feet. Later, 
all of them were taken to liberated cities. 

Such examples abounded on the territories of 
Byelorussia, the Ukraine and Poland when 5So- 
viet troops liberated fascist concentration camp 
inmates of all nationalities, Jews included. 

Contrary to historical truth, Zionist propagan- 
da is trying to narrow down the problem of nazi 
crimes against humanity and the gravest of them 
all—the unleashing and conduct of the aggres- 
sive World War II which claimed millions of 
lives and brought untold suffering to the nations. 

The false interpretation of nazi genocide con- 
sists, above all, in presenting the extermination 
of millions not as an implementation of the mis- 
anthropic ideology and policy of German fas- 
cism, but as the culmination of “eternal anti- 
Semitism”’. 

The ideologists of Zionism have another rea- 
son for trying to conceal the actual events con- 
nected with the progressive forces’ fight against 
nazism. 

Among the gloomier pages of the history of 
World War II are those telling of the mean role 
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played by traitors who offered their services to 
fascist hangmen. I mean the irrefutably estab- 
lished Zionist co-operation with the nazis. 

The pages of history describing nazi atrocities 
and the Zionists’ complicity in them are particu- 
larly disgusting. 

The main thing is that the Zionist leaders saw 
in nazism a means which could help carry out 
their chief objective—that of intensively settling 
Palestine with “select” colonists, driving out the 
Arabs, and subsequently establishing the state of 
Israel. 

For the sake of that they were ready to enter 
into contact and collaborate with the nazis, to 
facilitate nazi expansionism. 

For their part, the Hitlerites were looking for 
accomplices to carry out their plans of genocide 
against the Slavs, Jews and some other peoples 
of Europe. 

In search of accomplices the fascists staked 
on the Zionists, too. 

At the first press conference of the Anti-Zio- 
nist Committee slightly over a year ago we prom- 
ised to make public documents testifying to 
the Zionists’ collaboration with the nazis. Of late 
we have unearthed fresh evidence of such crimi- 
nal collaboration in archives. 

More and more new evidence, contained in the 
tragically matter-of-fact archive documents, is 
now becoming public knowledge. The documents 
shed ever new light on the arch-criminal system 
of collaboration between the Zionists and the 
Hitlerite nazis. 

The facts of history put the true essence of 
Zionism into proper perspective and help trace 
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the aggressive policy of Israel’s present rulers 
back to its sources. 

The present Zionist leaders have learned noth- 
ing from the past. Blinded by fanatical nation- 
al chauvinism, they continue to be—as they 
were 50-60 years ago—in alliance with the most 
reactionary and adventurist political forces. 

Today all progressives throughout the world 
actively support the Soviet Union’s proposals for 
a settlement in the Middle East. It is only the 
“strategic allies’—the USA and Israel—that are 
trying to frustrate the efforts towards a just and 
lasting peace in the region. Tied to the chariot 
of American militarism, the Zionist leaders of 
Israel are ready to serve the United States’ he- 
gemonistic interests in the Middle East. They re- 
sort, on a large scale, to the internationally con- 
demned practices of aggression, occupation, geno- 
cide, political terror, torture and concentration 
camp internment. 

All honest people throughout the world (and 
in Israel too, for that matter) are indignant that 
the Israeli aggressors are using nazi methods of 
terror. 

Our press conference, devoted to the Zionists’ 
criminal collaboration with the nazis, has a di- 
rect bearing on the topical problems of today. 

Grigory Bondarevsky: What was the Zionists’ 
purpose in seeking an alliance with the nazis in 
the thirties? 

The prime purpose pursued by, say, the bosses 
of the Zionist Organization of Germany was to 
establish control over the country’s 500,000 Jews. 
The point is that before Hitler came to power, 
the Zionists had the support of no more than 
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3 per cent of the Jews. Collusion between the 
nazis and the Zionists led to all non-Zionist 
Jewish organizations in Germany being dis- 
banded. Only the Zionist Organization of Ger- 
many, which was reorganized into the National 
Representative Council of German Jews, re- 
mained. 

All Jewish newspapers and magazines were 
banned with the exception of the Zionist Jiidi- 
sche Rundschau—the very paper which called 
April 1, 1933, when a wave of bloody terror 
swept the country, ‘a day of Jewish awakening 
and Jewish renaissance’. 

Another fact may be recalled here. Progressive 
Jewish organizations in the USA decided to hold 
a massive anti-fascist demonstration in New 
York on March 27, 1933. However, after a secret 
meeting with Goering the leaders of the German 
Zionists did all they could, on his instructions, to 
foil the demonstration through the channels of 
the World Zionist Organization. 

The second purpose was to withdraw the cap- 
ital of the big Jewish bourgeoisie from Germa- 
ny, and invest it in Zionist business in Palestine. 
In 1933, a secret agreement code-named 
Ha’avara after the Hebrew word for ‘deal’? was 
signed between the Anglo-Palestine Bank 
(which actually belonged to the Jewish Agency 
for Israel) and the German Ministry of Econom- 
ics. 

We have the full text of this agreement. Those 
leaving Germany for Palestine deposited money 
in a special account in two German banks. Ger- 
man goods bought with this money were subse- 
quently exported to Palestine and, later, to other 
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countries of the Middle East. Part of the export 
earnings went to the immigrants arriving in 
Palestine from Germany, and about 50 per 
cent—to the nazis. In five years—from 1933 to 
1938—the Zionists managed to pump into Pales- 
tine over $40 million (a huge sum then), or 
about 60 per cent of all investments in Palestine. 
Thus, the cconomic foundations of what was to 
become the state of Israel were laid with the 
assistance of nazi Germany (which earned some 
$50 million on that operation). 

The Zionists’ third purpose in colluding with 
nazi Germany was to take full advantage of the 
nazis’ racist policy to organize wide-scale emig- 
ration to Palestine. Several special secret agree- 
ments were concluded with Himmler’s depart- 
ment. Under these agreements, emigrants were 
selected, the young ones subjected to systematic 
brainwashing and put through a course of milit- 
ary and physical training in special camps with 
the Gestapo’s assistance. 

The rulers of nazi Germany gave the Zionists 
every encouragement in their colonization plans. 
In 1934 Baron Leopold von Mildenstein, chief 
of the SS Jewish department, was a guest of Pa- 
lestine’s Zionist organizations. In September- 
October 1934 Der Angriff, the leading nazi pro- 
paganda publication edited by Goebbels himself, 
carried a series of 12 articles by Mildenstein, 
who had nothing but praise for Zionist coloniza- 
tion plans. In order to commemorate the stay of 
the chief of the SS Jewish department in Pales- 
tine, Goebbels had a special medal struck, with 
the swastika on one side and the six-pointed 
Star of David, on the other. 
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The Hohenstein passanger liner, purchased by 
the Zionist Palestine Shipping Company from 
nazi Germany and renamed Tel Aviv, became a 
disgraceful symbol of the Ha’avara and of Zion- 
ist-nazi co-operation in general. In 1935 the 
liner—with Jewish colonists specially selected by 
the “Palestinian office” on board—left Bremer- 
haven for Haifa. The ship, with its new name, 
Tel Aviv, inscribed astern in Hebrew characters, 
and complete with a kosher mess, flew a huge 
swastika flag. The ship’s captain, Tilman Leidig, 
was a veteran nazi. 

By their deal with Hitler in the thirties, the 
leaders of international and German Zionism 
did considerable damage to the unity of the anti- 
fascist forces in Germany and the rest of West- 
ern Europe, thus making it easier for the nazis 
to unleash World War II and go ahead with 
their genocidal plans. 

Yulian Shulmeister: The Zionist leaders who 
cringed before the nazis are also guilty towards 
the fascist genocide victims by calling for sub- 
mission, for co-operation with the Hitler regime, 
thus weakening the united front of the struggle 
against fascism. The Zionists who headed the 
Judenrats—instruments of genocide created by 
the nazis—played a leading part in selecting 
victims. In an attempt to save their followers, the 
Zionist leaders became Gestapo agents. They 
have on their consciences thousands of Jewish 
lives taken by the nazis. 

I have many archive documents testifying to 
the Zionists’ activities in Lvov. 

The local Judenrat was headed by well-known 
Zionist leaders. Iosif Parnas, a long-time mem- 
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ber of the executive committee of the territorial 
Zionist organization of Galicia, Western Ukraine, 
was its first chairman. His place was later taken 
by Adolf Rothfeld, a leader of the organization. 
Heinrich Landesborg, a member of the executive 
committee of the Galician Zionist organization, 
was the third chairman of the Judenrat. 

Almost all the 160,000 Jews who lived in 
Lvov before the Great Patriotic War were mur- 
dered with the active assistance of the Zionist- 
led Judenrat. As they fled from Lvov, the nazis 
abandoned their archives which contained dis- 
graceful evidence of the Zionists’ treachery. 

On November 10, 1941, Adolf Rothfeld report- 
ed to the nazi governor that the Judenrat had 
started setting up a ghetto in Lvov and would 
“do its best to carry out this task”. 

On November 25, 1941, Rothfeld reported to 
the governor that ‘districts I and V have freed 
(from Jews) on time”. 

Having concentrated Lvov Jews in the ghetto, 
the Judenrat took an active part in their depor- 
tation. The first 15,000 Jews were sent to their 
death in March 1942. 

It follows from the deportation lists drawn up 
by the Judenrat Zionists, who sought to save 
their followers and the rich, that the Zionist-head- 
ed auxiliary police doomed unemployed artisans 
and other poor to death in concentration camps. 

We have reports by the Ukrainian police com- 
missariats on the progress of the second stage of 
the action. Here are some of them. 

On March 25, 1942, the VI Commissariat of 
the Ukrainian police reported: “The action was 
carried out by 22 Ukrainian policemen, 12 Ger- 
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man policemen and 40 from the Jewish public 
order service. One hundred and sixty persons 
were taken to the assembly point in Zamarsty- 
novskaya Street.” 

The I Commissariat of the Ukrainian police 
reported on the same day that ‘10 German po- 
licemen, 20 Ukrainian policemen and 40 from 
the Jewish public order service took 542 Jews to 
a school in Sobiecka Street” from where they 
were sent to their death. 

A report by Major Ritulai, chief of Lvov’s Uk- 
rainian police, to the German police authorities 
shows that Ukrainian and Jewish policemen sent 
a total of 2,254 Jews to death camps on March 
20, 1942. 

While singing praises to Zionist leaders and 
eulogizing Theodor Herzl, the Judenrat’s papers 
presented fascist genocide as “‘an effort to reform 
the Jewish population”. By meanly deceiving the 
ghetto inmates, the Zionist yesmen of the nazis 
paralyzed their will to resist, and thus helped the 
murderers. 

On April 41, 1942, a pro-Zionist newspaper 
published in Lvov wrote that “labour education’”’ 
in fascist concentration camps would ‘“revive’’ 
the Jewish nation. The cynicism of itl! 

On the days of the mass killings of Lvov Jews 
in February 1942 the same newspaper trumpeted 
the news of a musical concert held in the Zionist 
Judenrat’s hall ‘with Willy Katz, a senior ser- 
geant major in the Jewish public order service, 
playing a solo”. The entire Jewish population of 
Lvov was exterminated to this Zionist “‘music’’. 

Samuel Zivs: Here are some documents con- 
firming the direct co-operation between Zionist 
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ofganizations and the Gestapo. I should like to 
call your attention to two of them, above all. The 
first is a report on contacts between Gestapo of- 
ficers and Feivel Polkes, a representative of the 
Hagana Zionist subversive and intelligence or- 
ganization, delegated to Berlin from Palestine. 

At that time the leaders of the organization 
included Levi Eshkol, who had worked for three 
years in the Palestinian office in Berlin and later 
became Prime Minister of Israel (incidentally, 
he held the post during the Israeli aggression of 
1967). The Gestapo considered co-operation with 
the Zionists a realistic proposition owing to the 
ideological platform of the latter. 

The Gestapo report singles out two things 
which the Zionists and the nazis had in common: 
first, extreme national chauvinism and, second, 
rabid anti-communism. That was enough to 
make a dirty and cynical deal on collaboration 
possible. 

The second document is a detailed typewritten 
report on a trip Eichmann and Hagen made to 
Palestine with a view to establishing closer con- 
tacts with Polkes of the Hagana. 

We have both documents and should like to 
acquaint you with them. 

Here is a photostat of the typewritten report 
on the Kichmann-Hagen trip to Palestine. 

The report reveals many details connected 
with the expansion of “working contacts’ with 
the Zionists undertaken during the stay in Pal- 
estine of Eichmann and his colleague Hagen, 
who arrived there in October 1937 in the as- 
sumed capacity of journalists. The M/S Romania 
brought them to Haifa on October 2. On October 
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10 and 11, Eichmann had talks with Polkes in 
the café Groppi, Cairo. 

The Gestapo report quotes Polkes as saying: 
“The Jewish nationalistic circles are extremely 
pleased with Germany’s radical policy.” 

One particular feature of the Gestapo report 
certainly merits attention—namely, mention of 
the fact that Polkes handed over to Eichmann 
and Hagen the intelligence information he had 
promised them before. 

Seeking support for the plans to establish a 
Zionist state, the representative of the Zionist 
organization pledged himself to supply the na- 
zis with any information he received on Jewish 
organizations’ anti-nazi actions in various coun- 
tries. That was another aspect of the Zionists’ 
permanent betrayal of the interests of the Jewish 
masses. 

Another point I should like to discuss here is 
the attitude of the international Zionist organi- 
zations’ leaders to nazi crimes—mass executions 
and the extermination of civilians. 

The leaders of the US Zionist organizations 
and of the international Zionist centres are guil- 
ty of deliberately hushing up the murder of mil- 
lions of Jews. They misinformed the world public 
and failed to take steps to save at least some of 
the victims. 

The world war unleashed by Hitler’s Germany 
was accompanied by grave nazi crimes against 
humanity, including genocide—mass extermina- 
tion of defenceless people who, from the nazi ra- 
cists’ viewpoint, belonged to nations and ethnic 
groups inferior to the ‘‘Aryan supermen’’. These 
included Slavs and Jews above all. 
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Nazi terror on the temporarily occupied terri- 
tory of the USSR took a heavy toll of lives. Cit- 
izens of many nationalities of the Soviet 
Union—Russians, Ukrainians, Byelorussians, 
Lithuanians, Letts, Estonians, Jews and others— 
fell victim to nazi punitive action. 

At the beginning of 1942 the Soviet govern- 
ment informed the world public of nazi brutali- 
ties—specifically, of the scale and nature of geno- 
cide against the Jewish population. 

For the first time, an official government doc- 
ument—the January 6, 1942 note of the Peo- 
ple’s Commissariat of Foreign Affairs of the 
USSR “On the Plunder, Devastation, and Mon- 
strous Brutalities Perpetrated by the German 
Authorities on Occupied Soviet Territories’ —re- 
ported cases of “brutal violence and mass mur- 
ders”. From that note the world learned for the 
first time of the “horrible massacres and raids 
committed in Hiev by the German _ invaders. 
Along with the details of the tragedy which had 
befallen Hiev the note mentioned other nightmar- 
ish facts of the mass killing of “unarmed and 
defenceless Jews’. 

The World Zionist Organization immediately 
responded to this document by calling it 
“Bolshevik propaganda”. 

On April 27, 1942, the People’s Commissariat 
of Foreign Affairs published another note citing 
numerous cases of nazi brutality, which led 
the Soviet government to the conclusion that the 
‘“Hitlerites’ massacres of Soviet civilians have 
eclipsed the bloodiest pages of human history”. 
As for the Zionist leaders, they continued to 
make statements on behalf of their organiza- 
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tions, actually denying the veracity of the infor- 
mation about nazi genocide. By doing so, they 
quite clearly played into the hands of the Hitle- 
rites. 

In its statements of July 7, 1942, and Septem- 
ber 28, 1942 the so-called Jewish Agency called 
the information exposing the nazis’ bloody atro- 
cities ‘improbable’. 

On December 19, 1942, the Soviet government 
published yet another official document, entitled 
“The Implementation by the Hitlerite Authori- 
ties of a Plan for the Extermination of the Jew- 
ish People of Europe”, which drew on a wealth 
of factual material. 

In pursuit of their selfish aims, the interna- 
tional Zionist organizations did all they could 
to prevent the truth about nazi crimes and their 
extent from spreading. 

Dov Joseph, who was acting director of the 
Jewish Agency’s Political Department in 1942, 
explained the stand taken by the leaders of in- 
ternational Zionist organizations as follows: “If 
we report the annihilation of millions of Jews 
by the nazis, people will ask us, and with good 
reason, where are the millions of Jews for whom 
we want to create after the war a home on the 
Land of Israel.” 

This was another feature of the treachery of 
the Zionist leaders. Obviously, public statements 
and protests could hardly have saved the people 
doomed to death by the nazis. But there is no 
denying that information about the nazi brutali- 
ties provided a propaganda boost to the mobili- 
zation of the spiritual and material resources of 
the anti-Hitler coalition. Therefore, by trying to 
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conceal the truth the Zionists played into the 
hands of the nazis. 

But the Zionist bosses could not have cared 
less. ‘Zionism is above everything else,” a leader 
of the World Zionist Organization said at a meet- 
ing of its Executive Committee on February 18, 
1943, with a bluntness incredible in its cynicism, 
‘and we must proclaim this each time a holo- 
caust distracts our attention from the Zionist 
struggle.” 

Mikko Lohikoski: It is disgraceful that the 
Zionist politicians are using the same methods 
as the nazis did. 

As a member of the International Commission 
of Inquiry into Isracli Crimes Against the Leba- 
nese and Palestinian Peoples, I took part in col- 
lecting the evidence which confirmed the use of 
typical Gestapo methods by the Israeli aggres- 
sors. Typically Gestapo methods, I might stress. 

I went to Lebanon as a journalist in summer 
1982, during Israel’s aggressive war against that 
country. From July 26 to August 6, I stayed in 
Beirut—mostly in its besieged western sector. 

The aggressive war conducted by Israel’s 
Zionist army is undoubtedly a very grave crime. 
While in Beirut in summer 1982, I witnessed 
a number of premeditated war crimes. 

These crimes and many criminal methods used 
by the Zionist rulers and established by the 
Commission are strikingly similar to the crimes 
and methods revealed at the Nuremberg trial. 

As they unleashed a well-prepared aggressive 
war against Lebanon, Israel’s Zionist leaders 
made no secret of their objective which was to 
achieve ‘the final solution of the Palestinian 
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problem”. Such a way of thinking and such ac- 
tions have, in my opinion, much in common with 
the crimes the nazis committed in their attempt 
to “achieve the final solution of the Jewish 
problem”. Like the nazis, the Israeli army ad- 
hered to the “total war” concept and acted in a 
barbarous way. Fourteen Palestinian refugee 
camps, three big cities in Southern Lebanon 
and 32 villages were completely or heavily de- 
stroyed. 

A large proportion of the Palestinian male pop- 
ulation was arrested without trial and locked 
up either in prisons or in concentration camps. 
Many were killed, some in the presence of wit- 
nesses. A large number of prisoners are still 
being held in the Ansar concentration camp. 

The most elementary principles of humanity 
were violated. In defiance of international law, 
prisoners were, and still are, subjected to ruthless 
torture. 

The widespread practice of collective punish- 
ment used by the Zionist army in Southern Leb- 
anon and in the territories occupied in 41967 
was borrowed directly from nazi crimes revealed 
by the Nuremberg tribunal. 

I ought to return to some tragic memories of 
the summer of 1982. In West Beirut I witnessed 
the cruellest practice employed by the Israeli 
occupation army. 

It interrupted for weeks the supply of food, 
water, power and medicaments to West Beirut, 
which had a population of between 600,000 and 
1,000,000. Each day I watched as the Israeli 
troops, ships and planes shelled and bombed re- 
sidential areas and refugee camps. Whole blocks 
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of flats, 10-12 storeys high, were deliberately 
blown up by the latest weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, suction bombs for instance. On several oc- 
casions I was in hospitals bearing the Red Cross 
emblem which had been attacked by the Israelis; 
some of them were totally destroyed. 

The most striking example of the Zionist ag- 
gressors’ brutality is the use of small explosive 
charges fitted into toys which are scattered about 
in refugee camps and go off in the hands of 
unsuspecting children. 

I must say in conclusion that far from being 
unjustified, it is quite in order to liken these 
actions to those committed by the nazis 40 years 
ago. The racism, so characteristic of Zionist 
ideology, is becoming a daily practice of state 
terrorism. Responsibility for this is borne not 
only by Israel’s Zionist rulers, but also by their 
strategic allies in the US Administration. 


Participants in the press conference then re- 
plied to the questions put by journalists. 

Question: Can you produce any documentary 
evidence in support of your statement that the 
Zionists approved of and propagated nazi meth- 
ods? 

Oleg Rybalchenko: There is documentary 
evidence for many of the facts mentioned here. 
The Zionist-nazi co-operation was not episodic. 
It was of a long-term, class nature. The Zionists’ 
later attempts to cover up the traces of this co- 
operation have failed. 

Soviet citizens keep handing over to our Com- 
mittee fresh evidence of the collaborationist ties 
between the Zionists and the nazis. 
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Present at this conference is Evgenia Finkel 
of Chernovtsy, the Ukraine. She found some doc- 
uments in the Chernovtsy Regional State Ar- 
chives which expose the criminal activities of 
Manfred Reifer, a leader of the Bukovina Zionist 
organization and a former member of the Jewish 
Agency. 

Evgenia Finkel: In the tragic years of nazi 
occupation some 85 per cent of Chernovtsy’s 
Jewish population (about 60,000 before the war) 
were exterminated. The mass killings were orga- 
nized by Otto Ohlendorf, the Gestapo chief, and 
Calotesku, the governor of Bukovina. 

Today I would like to dwell on the activities 
of Reifer, a Zionist and Ohlendorf’s confidential 
agent. 

That Reifer faithfully served the nazis during 
occupation years was no accident. It was a logi- 
cal extension of his career as a leader of the Bu- 
kovina Zionist organization. Before the war Rei- 
fer was also a member of the Jewish Agency. 

In the Chernovtsy Regional State Archives 
there is a copy of a September 1933 issue of the 
Czernowitzer Allgemeine Zeitung which carries 
an article by Reifer actually propagating Hitler’s 
racist ideas. In his publications of those times 
Reifer expressed the basic standpoints of the 
World Zionist Congress. Also found in the ar- 
chives was his letter of August 9, 1942, to Gov- 
ernor Calotesku. 

I would like to read out this letter. 

“Your Excellency, 

“In compliance with your instructions, I have 
the honour of enclosing herewith two copies of 
my work under the pen name of Fred de Freson. 
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It has been translated from the German and fe- 
vised in some places by my associate Marcel Wi- 
lan (pen name Mihai Carcelli). In my opinion, 
this work should be published in a neutral coun- 
try like Switzerland in German, English, I'rench, 
Italian and Spanish.” 

(Then comes a boastful self-advertisement of 
Reifer’s pro-nazi lampoon.) 

‘May I call your Excellency’s benevolent at- 
tention to the fact that I enjoy a certain reputa- 
tion abroad as a journalist and writer, and that 
several of my articles, printed in 1933 in a local 
German paper, have been reproduced in almost 
the entire world press. 

“The publication of these articles induced His 
Excellency Dr Goebbels, Minister for Propaganda 
and National Enlightenment of the Great Ger- 
man Empire, to speak about me and my work, 
which he praised on Berlin radio in September 
1933. 

‘Please find enclosed also a letter to the es- 
teemed Chairman of the Council of Ministers. 
Would you kindly have it forwarded to him? 


‘While reserving all the copyrights, I do hope 
you will deign to keep the secret of my pen 
name. 

‘“T remain, your Excellency, yours respectfully, 


Dr Manfred Reifer, 
9, Masaryk Str., Chernovtsy 


August 9, 1942. 
Chernovtsy.” 


As we see, the head of the Bukovina Zionists 
collaborated with the nazis actively and loyally. 
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Question: Did the alliance between the nazis 
and the Zionists manifest itself in acts of direct 
military co-operation? 

Grigory Bondarevsky: During World War II 
several Zionist military and military-terrorist or- 
ganizations operated in Palestine. The biggest of 
them, Hagana, made contact with Eichmann and 
other top SS-men back in 1937. 

Another organization, Irgun Tz’vai I’umi (The 
National Military Organization) which, in the 
years of World War II, had among its leaders 
Abraham Stern, Menachem Begin and Itzhak 
Izertinsky (now known as Itzhak Shamir), be- 
gan to show an interest in military contacts with 
the nazis in mid-1940. The advocates of the “fas- 
cist axis” orientation (their leader, Stern, later 
headed the notorious Stern band after it broke 
with the Irgun) offered the Italian fascists their 
co-operation in autumn 1940 and suggested that 
the fascist army should march into Palestine at 
the earliest possible date. 

Displeased with the Italians’ sluggishness, 
Stern tried to conclude a far-reaching military- 
political agreement with the nazis who, in late 
1940, set up, through the agency of the Abwehr, 
a big military-political centre—the Military Or- 
ganization ‘Near East’”—with headquarters in 
Ankara and with branches in Beirut and Damas- 
cus. In January 1941 Rudolf Rosen, an Abwehr 
officer, and Otto von Hentig, head of the Middle 
East department in the nazi Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, undertook a trip from Berlin to Beirut 
with the aim of recruiting agents for the orga- 
nization. Otto von Hentig who, together with 
Oskar von Niedermayer, had led a military and 
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spying mission to Habul during World War I, 
was well known for his contacts with the Zion- 
ists. General de Gaulle pointed out in his ‘“Mém- 
oires’”’ that the arrival of Rosen and, especially, 
Hentig in Beirut attracted the allies’ attention. 

Here is a striking document entitled “The Pro- 
posal by the Irgun Tz’vai L’umi Concerning the 
Solution of the Jewish Question in Europe and 
Irgun’s Active Participation on the Side of Ger- 
many’. A copy of this document was found after 
the war in the archives of the German embassy 
in Ankara—in the papers of the naval attaché 
who headed the Military Organization ‘Near 
East” established by Admiral Canaris. 

In view of Zionist propaganda’s attempts to 
cast doubt on the authenticity of this document, 
it would be worth noting here that the nazi dip- 
lomat Otto von Hentig mentions it in his mem- 
oirs ‘‘A Lifetime of Official Missions’. 

To quote the document, “The National Mili- 
tary Organization (Irgun), which is well aware 
of the good will of the German Reich’s govern- 
ment and authorities towards Zionist activities 
inside Germany and towards the Zionist emigra- 
tion plans, believes that: 

‘4. The establishment of a new order in Eu- 
rope in accordance with the German concept of 
it, and the fulfilment of the Jewish people’s gen- 
uine aspirations as embodied by the National 
Military Organization, may be compatible with 
the common interests of both sides. 

‘2. The establishment of a Jewish state on a 
national and totalitarian basis bound to the Ger- 
man Reich by an appropriate agreement would 
help preserve and consolidate Germany’s future 
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positions of strength in the Middle East. Proceed- 
ing from these considerations, the National Mil- 
itary Organization in Palestine voices its readi- 
ness to take an active part in the war on the side 
of Germany.” 

That was followed by specific proposals con- 
cerning the formation of Jewish military units 
in nazi-occupied Europe. 

This document can hardly leave anyone un- 
ruffled. The time was January 1941. By then 
Hitler’s General Staff had drawn up, and the 
Fuehrer had endorsed, the plan for a predatory 
attack on the Soviet Union—the notorious Bar- 
barossa Plan; Hitler and Himmler had already 
set about the “final solution of the Jewish prob- 
lem”, one of the most heinous and bloodiest 
crimes in history. 

Millions of Jews were already dying in ghettos 
and concentration camps; hundreds of thousands 
of Jewish women and children were being mowed 
down by machine- and submachine-gun fire; 
incinerators and gas chambers were nearing com- 
pletion at Auschwitz and Majdanek; the occu- 
pied Kuropean countries were living through one 
of the hardest periods ever. 

It was then that Abraham Stern—Begin’s fa- 
vourite and Shamir’s predecessor as the head of 
the Lehi (Fighters for the Freedom of Israel) 
organization which soon broke away from Ir- 
gun—extolled Hitler’s new order in Europe, of- 
fered Hitler a military alliance, and promised him 
the assistance of future Jewish military units in 
occupying the Middle East. 

Abraham Stern and his plans and ideas are 
not forgotten in Israel today. As Begin appointed 
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Shamir Minister of Foreign Affairs in his cabi- 
net, he ordered a series of postage stamps com- 
memorating Abraham Stern to be issued. 

The Hitlerites ignored Irgun’s proposal because 
in 1941 they no longer needed the Zionists’ 
support. The time of the Ha’avara and Goebbels’ 
medals was past. The epoch of gas chambers had 
arrived. 

Nevertheless, Begin, who took over as the 
leader of Irgun in 1943, and Shamir, then the 
head of Lehi, carried on their policy of military 
terror in Palestine, thus objectively weakening 
the allies and playing into the nazis’ hands. In 
August 1944, the Hing David Hotel was blown 
up in Jerusalem on Begin’s instructions. The 
explosion killed 91 and wounded 45, among them 
women and children. In November 1944 Lord 
Moyne, the British resident minister in the Mid- 
dle East, was assassinated in Cairo on Shamir’s 
instructions, to the nazis’ unutterable delight. 
A telltale Gestapo document, a copy of which 
I have here, bears witness to that. It is informa- 
tion circular No. VII B2-B-No 29/43g-No 32 is- 
sued by the chief of the police and SD. 

As you see, the past and the present, diplo- 
macy and terrorism, fascism and Zionism have 
been closely intertwined in the Middle East over 
the past 50 years. 

Question: What was the attitude of Zionists 
toward Italian fascism? 

Massimo Massara: Relations between the 
Zionists and the Italian fascists were friendly 
and co-operative right from the early days of 
Mussolini’s rule, as is fully borne out by docu- 
ments, however hard the Zionists may try to 
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deny or belittle their significance. Right after 
the ‘march on Rome”, the leaders of the Italian 
Zionists met Mussolini and assured him of their 
loyalty to the fascist regime. 

Two months after the ‘march on Rome’ 
Chaim Weizmann, then the leader of the Zionist 
movement, was received by Benito Mussolini. 
In subsequent years they had three more meet- 
ings. 

That was not just a case of ordinary political 
contact, but of close co-operation cemented by 
the similarity of interests and ideologies and 
accompanied by a whole series of expressions of 
sympathy with fascism by leaders of interna- 
tional Zionism and the Italian Zionists. I shall 
confine myself here to a reminder of the state- 
ment made by Nahum Sokolow, president of the 
Executive of the World Zionist Organization, 
after his meeting with Mussolini in October 
1927. ‘We are beginning to understand the gen- 
uine nature of fascism,’ he said. ‘Real Jews 
have never fought against fascism.” I also should 
like to quote a statement made, again in 1927, by 
Angelo Sacerdoti, the chief rabbi of Rome, who 
said that many fundamental principles of the 
fascist doctrine were actually Zionist principles 
too. Indeed, Zionism and fascism have much in 
common—a hatred of Marxism and communism, 
for instance. Zionism’s identification with fascist 
ideals is especially striking in the case of the 
most militant wing of Zionism epitomized by 
Jabotinsky. 

The alliance between Jabotinsky and Musso- 
lini assumed its final shape in the 1930s. In Po- 
land, Jabotinsky’s followers, uniformed in the 
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style of Hitler’s brownshirts, blared: “Germany 
for Hitler, Italy for Mussolini, Palestine for us.” 


In Italy, in 1934-37 there were pro-fascist 
Zionist elements among the cadets in a Jewish 
naval academy at Civitavecchia. Having adopted 
the Italian fascist doctrine, these elements later 
formed the backbone of Israel’s navy. 


The good relations between Zionism and fas- 
cism were formally spoilt when racist anti-Semit- 
ic laws were passed in Italy in 1938. But the 
community of interests remained. 


Even today, Giorgio Almirante, now head of 
a neofascist party and editor-in-chief of the anti- 
Semitic La difesa della razza (Race Protection) 
journal under Mussolini, is one of the most ar- 
dent supporters of Zionism’s aggressive and ra- 
cialist policy. 

While on a recent visit to the USA he was re- 
ceived by high-ranking Zionist leaders. 

The trials of the terrorist Red Brigades re- 
vealed that Mossad agents and the Italian terror- 
ists worked together to destabilize the political 
situation in the country and to get the govern- 
ment to change its policy on the Middle East. 
Thanks to the support rendered them by Italy’s 
influential political quarters, Israeli terrorists 
have always been able to commit their dirty 
crimes in my country, to kill and persecute Pa- 
lestinians in Italy. They have always got away 
with it, although the names of the killers and 
those behind them are well known. 

Question: I understand that while preparing 
for this press conference you studied the relevant 
material, looked through newspaper and maga- 
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zine files and archive documents. I should like to 
know how this research was organized, whether 
the Committee did it on its own or enlisted the 
services of any research centres? 


Samuel Zivs: I think that what matters most 
is the research method used. We set great store 
by documents and source materials and rely for 
co-operation not only on professional researchers, 
who, like Professor Bondarevsky, have been deal- 
ing with these matters for years, but also on 
our Committee’s voluntary assistants who study 
the appropriate archive materials in Lvov, Cher- 
novtsy and other places. As a public organiza- 
tion, our Committee accumulates this material 
which keeps pouring in from various sources: re- 
search centres, archives and other places. 


Question: Some nazi crimes committed with 
the Zionists’ complicity have been mentioned 
here. Many of the nazi criminals aided and abet- 
ted by the Zionists during World War II are 
still at large, aren’t they? 


Tsezar Solodar: Unfortunately, they are. And 
quite a number of them, too. It was Washington 
that let the Hitlerite hangmen off unpunished. 
For almost 40 years now it has been concealing 
from the public millions of documents from nazi 
archives. If published, these documents would 
bring hundreds of nazi war criminals in the 
dock. 


Seeing is believing, so I suggest you visit Zeh- 
lendorf, an aristocratic district in West Berlin’s 
American sector with its lakeside villas. Just 
walk up to No 1, Wasserkafersteig, then turn the 
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corner and stroll past No 170, Clayallee. You 
will hear the warning growl of watchdogs, and 
the armed guards pacing along a metal fence 
under ‘Danger. High Voltage” signs will eye 
you with suspicion. Why all these tight security 
measures? The answer is that these idyllic-look- 
ing West Berlin villas house the sinister Amer- 
ican institution bearing the nebulous name of 
the US Document Center. Hidden away in its 
bunkers are documents from the main nazi party 
and state archives captured by the American 
military authorities: personnel files and service 
records of the leading nazis, various documents 
signed by Hitler and his closest associates, 70,000 
personnel files on SD-men, service records of 
9,000 officials of the departments of concentra- 
tion camps and their main executioners. 

Asking for any of these documents (or for 
their copies, at least) is to no avail. Applications 
from institutions and private citizens of socialist 
countries are simply not accepted. Requests com- 
ing from other countries—even from West Berlin 
where the Center is located or from West Ger- 
many—are accepted but not fulfilled. 

In the bunkers of the Zehlendorf villas pho- 
tographers are busy microfilming the nazi doc- 
uments. The microfilms are kept in a store built 
by the CIA specially for the purpose at Palo 
Alto, United States—not out of love for photog- 
raphy, of course, but for more practical reasons. 

It is true that some Zionist leaders are begin- 
ning to display some resentment over the Ameri- 
cans’ scandalous leniency towards the nazi crim- 
inals. A recent issue of the Daily News, for 
instance, carried an article accusing the State 
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Department of sabotaging efforts to deport nazi 
war criminals. 


Kalman Sultanik, Vice-President of the World 
Jewish Congress, quoted a report by the House 
Committee on the Judiciary which said that the 
State Department was pursuing a deliberate and 
crude policy of sabotaging efforts to deport con- 
demned nazi criminals. Sabotaging, mark you! 

Sultanik is shocked that the State Department 
is throwing spanners in the work of the Office of 
Special Investigations of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service of the Department of Jus- 
tice—the office set up specially to track down 
proven war criminals residing in the United 
States. 


The only possible conclusion is that a nazi 
criminal, even if brought to court in America, 
and even if condemned, will be able to go on 
living in the United States undisturbed. 


Question: Is it right to claim that Israel’s 
Zionist rulers have committed genocide in Leb- 
anon? 


Jon Takman: I am a medical doctor from 
Sweden, a member of the International Commis- 
sion of Inquiry into Israeli Crimes Against the 
Lebanese and Palestinian Peoples which at its 
August 1982 (Nicosia) and February 1983 (Ge- 
neva) sessions investigated the crimes against 
the Lebanese and Palestinian peoples committed 
by Israel during its invasion of Lebanon. 

The Commission is made up of international 
legal experts, doctors, scientists and prominent 
public figures from many countries, including 
Israel and the United States. Before its sessions 
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the Commission sent fact-finding groups to vari- 
ous places. It heard evidence from a large num- 
ber of doctors, nurses, public figures and experts 
in various fields. Most of them had witnessed acts 
of violence, and some had been manhandled 
themselves. 


Besides, we studied a great deal of material 
evidence, saw films, slides, etc. 

The Commission arrived at definite and un- 
avoidable conclusions. By invading Lebanon on 
June 6, 1982, and by occupying part of its terri- 
tory to this day, the state of Israel and its Zion- 
ist rulers have committed crimes against peace 
and humanity, war crimes, and also a crime con- 
sisting in depriving the Palestinian people of 
their right to self-determination. 

Israel has unleashed an aggressive war against 
independent Lebanon and is now pursuing a 
policy of genocide against the Palestinians. 


The massacres perpetrated by Israeli army 
units in the Palestinian camps of Sabra and 
Shatila lasted for a full 40 hours from the even- 
ing of September 16 to the morning of Septem- 
ber 18, 1982. Ariel Sharon, Israel’s Minister of 
Defence, and the Israeli top military are directly 
responsible for that bloodbath which cost 3,000- 
3,500 innocent victims their lives. 


Numerous crimes and brutalities were also 
committed when the Israeli troops wiped out 
other Palestinian refugee camps, schools, hospi- 
tals, etc., and destroyed Lebanese cities and vil- 
lages. 

The blockade and the massive shelling and 
bombing of Beirut added up to the most horrible 


83 


page in the history of this barbarous aggressive 
war. In Beirut, as elsewhere in Lebanon, Israeli 
troops and the air force used weapons banned by 
international law such as cluster and phosphor- 
ous bombs which killed and maimed many 
women and children. 


The Commission examined eyewitness accounts 
and colour slides sent in by 19 Beirut clinics 
which rendered medical aid to the victims of this 
barbarous war. 


The Commission’s findings support the claim 
that it would be no exaggeration to liken the 
crimes committed by the Zionist invaders 
in Lebanon to the blood-chilling nazi atroci- 
ties. 


Question: There are more and more indica- 
tions that Israel’s political life is in danger of 
becoming fascist. Given the present situation in 
Israel, are you surprised at the election of Meir 
Kahane to the Knesset? 


Mark Krupkin: The election of Meir Kahane, 
the former fuehrer of the Jewish Defence 
League, the leader of the Zionist stormtroopers, is 
not a development to be surprised at. The “first 
national conference” held in Jerusalem in 
August 1984 by the Hach militant racist organi- 
zation, now headed by Meir Hahane, differed 
little, if at all, from the gatherings of nazi storm- 
troopers. As for Hahane’s programme, it is im- 
bued with the ideas of national exclusiveness and 
racist contempt for other peoples. His programme 
of anti-Arab terror resembles Hitler’s programme 
of anti-Semitic action and is a carbon copy of 
Hitler’s racist laws. For instance, the programme 
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demands that mixed marriages be punishable by 
five years in prison. Young Israelis are now 
being brought up on the ideas of the program- 
me. 


As has already been noted at this press con- 
ference, Zionism and terrorism go hand in hand. 
Today’s stormtroopers, whose emblem is a fist 
against the background of a six-pointed star, 
have stripped Zionism—for which racist terror- 
ism is standard practice—of any remaining fig 
leaves. 


It would be wrong, however, to regard Ha- 
hane’s election to the Hnesset as the only sign 
of Israeli society becoming fascist. In today’s 
Israel, avowedly fascist groupings have the full 
support of the Zionist leadership, which wants 
fascist thugs to help it suppress the forces cham- 
pioning a policy of peace, reason, realism and 
good-neighbourliness towards the Arabs. 

Writing in the American bulletin Freedom- 
ways, Dr. Israel Shahak, a Jerusalem University 
professor of chemistry, a former inmate of the 
Bergen-Belsen concentration camp and now pres- 
ident of the Israeli League for Human and Civil 
Rights, expresses his grave concern over the fact 
that in Israel today fascist-mongering Zionist 
thugs are following in the footsteps of the Ger- 
man nazis. 

Much has been said at this press conference 
about the grief, sufferings and death nazism 
brought to mankind with the disgraceful com- 
plicity of Zionism. 

David Dragunsky (concluding words): Our 
press conference is drawing to a close. We have 
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looked back at the tragic facts of the past in 
order to explain and understand the present. 


Exposing the criminal ties between the Zion- 
ists and the nazis is a pressing task of today. 
The world must be alerted to the forces of evil 
and violence. 

As likely as not, Zionist propaganda and the 
pro-Zionist press in the West will try to repre- 
sent what we have done as a manifestation of 
anti-Semitism. 


The Zionists claim that they represent all 
Jews. It is common knowledge, however, that 
most Jews across the world do not support the 
ideology of Zionism and resolutely condemn the 
Israeli rulers’ policy. 


The Zionists call any criticism of Zionism or 
Israel’s policy “anti-Semitism”. This is sheer 
demagogy which may mislead few, if any, peo- 
ple and which we reject outright. We want to 
make it perfectly clear that we have never equat- 
ed Zionists with Jews. 


Soviet Jews fought as Red Army officers and 
men, partisans and underground workers, as did 
people of many other nationalities of our social- 
ist Motherland. Thousands of Soviet Jews were 
awarded combat distinctions for their valour, 
and the title of Hero of the Soviet Union has 
been conferred on 130 of them. 


We know about, and retain respectful memo- 
ries of, the thousands of Jews who fought 
against fascism in the Allied armies and in the 
Resistance movement in the West. 

Co-operation between the Zionists and the 
nazis is a historical reality which the leaders of 
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international Zionism will never succeed in re- 
futing, whatever devices they may use. This 
criminal alliance was based on the identity of 
the Zionists’ and the nazis’ class interests, on 
their pathological hatred of communism. The 
same class interests underlie the political prac- 
tices of international Zionism and the policy pur- 
sued by the state of Israel today. 
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